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| T HO to preach Reformation of Manners and Amend- 
ment of Life, be one of the great Deſigns of 
Goſpel-Miniſtry: yet we find that there are ſome Op- 

portunities peculiar for that purpoſe. To every thing there's 
a Seaſon, and a time for every work under the Sun: And 
5 ſo, then I hope this following Diſconrſe is well tim d. 
For now I perceive that the Inhabitants of this Iſland, (eſ- 
pecially ſuch, who have any ſenſe of Religion) are ſomewhat 
afraid ; leaſt God ſhould viſit them with his former Judg- 
_ . wa 1 in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs hath va 
rized the Hypocrites; and therefore its good ſtrikin 
| whilſe the Bol bas — whilſt 1 =D, paar 4 4-4 
ble ; to ſtamp a true ſenſe of Religion upon them. IIe 
now a very convenient time, to repreſent the Excellencies 
of Religion, and to ſhew, that amongſt all the Advanta- 
ges of Piety, this is not the leaſt, that it always — 
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be Epiſtle Dedicatory. = 


the Tudgements of God, renders him propitions ; and in 


the iſſue leaves a bleſſing behind it. 


I muſt confeſs, Sir, tis not in my power, to convert 
Sinners from the Evil of their Ways. This is the work, of 
an Almighty Arm, this is his Prerogative who hath told 
us, that he will take away the tony heart, and give them 
an heart of fleſh. Paul may plant, and Apollo may water, 
but ite God that muſt give the increaſe. S 


All then that I can do in this Caſe, is to beg heartil 
of God ʒ that he would ſucceed my Endeavours, that he 


would bleſs the Work of my Miniſtry: But above all, 
that God would give me grace, to beleive and pradice 
a 


thoſe great Truths which | to others : So that in 
the end, I may not prove a Caſt-away. — 
Accept then, Sir, theſe following Pages, as a Sincere 
Teſtimony of my Gratitude and Affection: which if you 
grant, twill for ever oblige, | 


Your Honours 
Moſt Obedient and 


Devoted Servant , 


Thomas H eckith. 
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The Context runs thus, 


* LE it ſeem engl unto you to ſerve the Lord, 
u this Day whom you will ſerve, ale. 


-— 5 Gods which your Fathers ſerord, that 
were. on the other ſide ide of the Flood: or the 


- gods of the Amorites, in whoſe land you 
dwell. But as Fa ine: and my = we will 
feror.1 the Lord. : 


OSHU 4 K. Succeſſor to Moſes the Friend of God, 
and Captain General of the Iſraelites ; having te. 
ceived a Commiſſion in bark. to March the Tribes 

into the promisd Land; he chearfully obeys. 

And having Conquered and defiro yed the barbarous In- 
habitants: (by the peculiar Affiſtance of God, together 

with his perſonal. Valour and Conduct) he makes 

them Lords of Canaan, and fix d them under their re- 

ſpective Vines. 

But fearing leſt that the plenty of ſo good a Soil, 

ſhould debauch their Minds; by the powerful Charms 
of Eaſe and Luxury: He reſolves to remind them of 

God, their great Benefactor: For he ſuppos d it a ver 

fit time to put them in mind of their Duty, when thoſe 

Benefits they had receiv d from God, were freſh in their 

Memories, and warm upon 8 Minds. 8 5 . 
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And for this end, that his attempts might be the more 
ſucceſsful z be Convenes the Tribes, and in a publick 
Diſcourſe, demands their Opinion, and their Reſoluti- 
on as touching Religion. Chooſe you (faith he) this 
Day whom you will ſerve, whether the gods of the Amorites, 
vdr the God of Ijrael. Whether you will ſerve him that 
brought your Fathers out of Egypt by a mighty Arm, 
that fed you with the Bread of Miracles; and at laſt by 
a tedious March, brought you unto and gave you in 
Poſſeſſion the Promis d Canaan. Or, whether you will 
ſerve thoſe monſtrous and ridiculous Deities, that can 
neither hear nor help? - STE, 
Here are Two Religions propos d by Joſbya to their 
choice; not as if there were any manner of conpetition, 
or compariſon betwixt them: For ſuch an Idea, can- 
not be entertain'd by any, ſave by ſuch, whoſe Brains 
are ſunk into oblivion: But by an 3 Rheto- 
rick, and moving Eloquence he draws them to his Party; 
by repreſenting thoſe vaſt Advantages: that attend the 
true Worſhip of God; in oppoſition to thoſe Plagues 
and Miſeries that commonly attend Superſtition and 
Idolatry. Men muſt ſerve. either God, or the Devil; 
for their is no middle kind of Religious Worſhip. Thus 
we find Joſbua telling the Hraelitec, That they muſt 
either ſerve the God of Tſracl, or the Heatheniſh Idols. 
There's no halting between Two Opinions, in point of 
Divine Worſhip :- If Baal be God, Iſrael muſt follow 
Baal; but if Jacobs God, be the true Object of worſhip; 
, | then ſet Him alone be Ador d and Fear'd by 1rael. Chooſe 
F jon this. Day whom jou will ſerve, &c. As for me, and 
A for all thoſe that are more immediately under my charge, 
we are fix d in, and reſolv'd as to our Religious Wor- 
ſhip. As for me, and im Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 
| In 


In the management of theſe Words, I ſhall obſerve 
theſe following particulars. K. Prado 


"x2 att 03 en Iv u | 
Firſt, Iwill fairly repreſent unto you the Excellency and 
Advantages of Religion. 7 
\ . Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to make it appear, that all 
those —_ and Private Calamities with which oy : 
viſete the World; (generally ſpeaking) are the natura 
Iſſue of Vreligion and Profaneneſs. | | 


Thirdly, I will offer ſome Reaſors, why a lulewarm 
Neutrality in the Worſhip and Service of God, hath 
got ſuch a ſtrong footing among it us. 


F ourthly, I ſhall endeavour to repreſent . jou, hom 
great a Bleſſing it is to have Men of Honour and 
2 lovers of Religion, and incouragers of 
Virtue. 8. 


And Laſtly, I will Sum up the whole, by Conſidering 
the force of the Premiſes. 


And fiſt then, I will fairly repreſent unto you, the 
Excellency, and Advantages of Religion. To Worſhip 
and Serve God is a Noble Employment; tis not only 
an Honour for the greateſt Monarch to bow down be- 
fore him in his holy Temple, but for the moſt perfect 
and exalted Beings : Cherubim and Seraphim, Angels 
and Arch-Angels, with all the different Orders of the 
Heavenly Hierarchy, do continually cry, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of Sabbath; and throw down all their 
Crowns and Laurels, the Emblems of Majeſty and Hap- 
| 32 | pineſs 
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ineſs, ' before the Throne e of the — Power. Re- 
igion muſt certainly be the moſt excellent Thing in the 
World, becauſe it hath for its Object, the molt Excel- 
lent Being; becauſe its moſt agrecable to Man's better 
art, to the nature of his Soul. If it be common for 
Men, of the beſt Knowledge and Senſe to regard any Hu- 
_ Art and Science, in proportion to the excellency of 
its Object; then it muſt unavoidably follow, that 
the Knowledge and Fear of God, is the moſt honoura- - 
ble, and the moſt excellent of all other Theories and 
Practicks: And that not barely upon the account of its 
Object, but becauſe of thoſe many and incomparable Ad- 
vantages that attend it. Tis true, its Object is Infinity, 
and conſequently upon that Score, there's no compariſon 
to be made; as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth it, Thou, O Lord, 
art worthy 7o be praiſed ;, becauſe there is vo end 10 thy Wi 72 
clom and Power. By How much any Perſon is the more 
honourable, by fo much the more it's reafonable, that 
there be proportionable degrees of Honour given him; 


and likewiſe, it proportionably augments his Honour, 
who is employ d in that Service. 


But then, Religion is s moſt agrecable to Man's better 
part, to his Immortal Soul: It's as natural for Man- 
kind to Fear and Worthip God, aàs it is to Reuſon and 
Conclude : This is one of thoſe mighty Characters, 
that yet remains unras d, notwithſtanding all thoſe - 
| rful attempts of lapled Nature to the contrary: 

or we find there have been ſome, who have endea- 
vour'd. to deſtroy this Principle; (there being ſuch 
Things in Nature as monſtrous Bitths) but the ſucceſs 
hath not anſwered the Deſign; becauſe the Principles 
f * ate Eternal, and * twill be im- 
poſſible 


Aaduuntuges of | Religion, »& 
poſſible that ever they ſhould be totally routed, tho 
ſometimes they may be ſilenced , by the ſtupifying 
and ſleepy Arts of Senſe and Pleaſure; yet when 
once the virtue of © theſe is ſpent, Nature will 
rally, twill face about, and © warmly engage the 
Aggreſſor, with a tremulous Hypotheſis, What if there be? 
Nature always ſtruggles with whats an Enemy to its 
being, and doth oppoſe that which endeavours to 
make its Life rmeaſte. Hence it comes to paſs, that Re- 
ligion is fo grateful to the Soul of Man; that it's fo 
agreeable, and fo welcome a Companion to it, that 
there's ſome difficulty to part them, and no Happineſs 
after the Separation. And to ſpeak the truth, it can- 
not well be otherwiſe ; for when we confider Man as 
a Compound of Body and'Soul , of thoſe vaſtly diffe- 
rent Parts, cal'd Mortality and Immortality, we muſt 
of neceſſity at the ſame time, allow him fach pleafing 
and agreeable Objects, as are ſutable to his different 
Natures. © 'Tis reaſonable to believe, that Infinite Wiſ- 
dom cannot be gritty of a Miſtake. But if we ſuppoſe 
Man to confiſt of Soul and Body, and that God hath 
tified the Inferiour Senſes with whatever may de- 


light and pleafe, and yet deny to the more Noble and 
Excellent Faculties, ſuch Things and Enjoyments as 


are Natural and Agrecable to them ; I fay, in this Caſe - 


it will naturally follow, that Man's an ill contriv d 
Creature, being qualified with ſuch mighty Powers, 
a are ft for the greateſt Deſigns, and yet thoſe Vir 
tues never to'be.Exerted, never put in Execution : and 
ſhould this be admitted, che Conſequence wauld be, 
that the Methods of Divine Wiſdom may juſtly be im- 
e 307-21; NONgtT AAA WECOHe 
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Should ſome skill d Artificer make an ingenious Ma- 
5 chine, fitted for the moſt excellent purpoſes, and yet 
never imploy. it for its proper end, twould argue him 
guilty of mighty Levity and Imprudence: Now in 
ſome feſpects, this Simile holds good, in relation to the 
Soul of Man. e eee, ee 
God hath indud Man with an Invifible Power, 
4 with the Immortal Faculties of Memory and Judg- 
| ment; he hath given him a Great Soul, fitted to con- 
| verſe with the Inviſible World ; to know God, his 
C Laws, and all that Myſtery of Godlineſs, and of Go- 
1 ſpel- Salvation revealed by Jeſus Chriſt; he hath plant- 
ed in the Minds of Men powerful Defires after Immor- 
tality and Eternal Bliſs. Good Men are willing to neg- 
lect and deſpiſe all the Pleaſures, and Profits, and Ho- 
5 nours of this World, in order to obtain a better, and 
"1 a more induring Subſtance. Some Men take mighty 
pains to ſubdue the Animal Life, and all thoſe Ram- 
pant Paſſions that attend it; to put of the old Man with 
his deeds, (as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it) to cruciſie the 
fleſh, with its afſeFions and luis. Now, to what end 
are all thoſe Inclinations and Deſires, all thoſe Strug- 
dane and Oppoſitions, all this Toil and Pains, if there 
not proper Objects to gratife thoſe Faculties, and 
ſomething that may be a ſufficient Reward for all thoſe 
Endeavours? Were this, Man's fate, he would be the 
moſt miſerable and worſt built thing in the World! But 
bleſſed be God, the Caſe is otherwiſe ; as God hath 
been pleaſed to give him Immortal Faculties, he hath 
allo graciouſly provided Agreeable and ſatisfying Ob- 
jects 3 Enjoyments and Pleaſures as laſting as his Soul. 
Amongſt which Religion is the chief, as being the 
Foundation of all: This is that which ſatisfies that 
| aye: Spiritual 


Advantages of Religion. 7 
Spiritual and inquiſitive Principle within us , that en- 
ables us to converſe with the Inviſible World: This is 
that Seminary that lays down the Rudiments, and In- 
ſtructs us in the Knowiedge of Eternal Life: This is 
that Academy that leads us on from one Degree of 
Knowledge to another, until we commence Perfection 
in a Future State. The Fear then, and Worſhip of 
God, muſt needs be an Excellent Thing, ſeeing it is 
attended with ſo many great Conveniences, which 
ſtand related to both Worlds; and it muſt be Agreeable 
to the Genius of Mankind, ſince tis an Innate and Con- 
genit Principle with the Soul. Good God! what a 
miſerable Creature would Man be, if infinite Wiſdom. 
had not appointed the Duties of Religion to exerciſe 
his nobler Part; to manage and employ ſome of thoſe 
few Minutes, that are allotted him in this World, in or- 
der for the obtaining of a better.. 
Should Men only Eat, and Drink, and Sleep, and 
propagate their Species, and ſo go on in an endleſs 
Circle, I cannot fee any Difference betwixt them and 
th : Beaſts that periſh, except it be that the Brutal Life 
is much more Happy: The. Pleaſures and Enjoyments 
of Brutes, are pure and unmixt; there's no Gall in their 
Amours, nor any thing to damp their Spirits, when 
they have gratified their Appetite: They are not trou- 
bled with melancholy Reflexions , nor with the fears 
of an after-Judgment:; but they are unconcern'd in 
the purſait of their Pleaſures, and keep a laſting reliſh 
thereof upon their Palate. Thus we have briefly ſhew- 
ed the Excellency of Religion, and its Agreeableneſs to 
the Mind of Man. IRIS 
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ee retnains Lita] in lte next bi that we pro 
ceed to conſider its Advantages ; and theſe are ſo ma- 
ny, and of ſo exalted a Nature, that it would require 
a particular Treatiſe, and the moſt Artful hand, in or- 

der to contain the whole and to draw the true Beau- 
ties of its Native Air. Seven times 15 day (ſaith the 
Pſalmiſt) do I praiſe thee breayſe of þ tons Judg- 
ments : Great, peace have they 1 ove ok w, and no- 
thing ſhall offend them. Ard the ſaid Roy al Prophet 
in the 19th Pſalz, from the 7th to the 12 Verſes, Ives 
an Aird and a comprehenſive Thought, of the 
Fear and Worſhip of God: The law of the, 1 7 — is 
perfect, converting the Soul : the eee of of the Lord js 
ſtatutes of the Lord 

are right, rejoycing the heart : the commandment. of the 
Lord is pure, enlightning the eyes. The fear of the Lord 
it clean, enduring for ever : the judgments of the Lord 
are true, and righteous altogether . More are they to be 
deſired than 2 ea then much fine gold : fete alſo 
then honey, and the bone comb. Moreover , by them is 
thy ſervant warned, and in Heal of them, there is great 
Reward. But that I may obſerve ſome order in diſcourſ- 
ing upon this Topick, I will endeavour to repreſent 


ſome of the Advantages of Religion , under theſe fol- 
lowin 8 Particulars. 


Fuſt, I ſhall attempt. to 3 that the Bo! pr Mur 
ſhip of God, meeme length of Days, Riches aud Ho- 
nonr. 

Secondly, III Nove, that it yields Peel ſatiſ- 
facłion and peace of Mind, amidst the greateſt Affli- 
ions ;, particularly at the Hour of Death. 


And 


And Firſt then, I ſhall endeavour to prove, that the 
Fear and Worſhip of God, procures length of Days, 
Riches and Honours. £23413 

I know you'll all ſay, That theſe are very conſidera- 
ble and tempting Things; and that it will be needleſs 
for me to uſe many Arguments, in order to perſwade 
Men to accept of that Happineſs which they ſo naturally 
defire. The only difficulty that remains in this Caſe, 
is to make good the Hypotheſis. Imuſt confeſs, there 
is ſuch an agreeableneſs betwixt the Fleſh and Blood, 
betwixt lapſed Nature, and the aforeſaid Advantages ; 
that it's ſomewhat ſtrange, that wicked Men are not pre- 
vaild with ſometimes to alter the biaſs of their Incli- 
nations; eſpecially, when the end is to make a gainfull 
Conqueſt. But Alaſs ! ſo prevailing are our Appetites, 
that thoſe who are under their Conduct, will rather 
forfeit their Intereſt and Happineſs in this World (and 
that's the wicked Man's all) than not gratify a preſent 
and vicious Inclination. ; 

But I muſt make good my promiſe, which is, That 
the Fear and Worſhip of Gad, procures length of Days, 
| Riches and Honours. Whoever reflects upon the 
Fifth Commandment, will find that it contains an Ex- 

reſs Promiſe of this nature. Honour thy Father and thy 
We, that thy Days may be long in the Land, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. Now, tho' this Command 
hath an immediate reſpect to our natural Parents; yet 
it ultimately, reſolves itſelf into that Honour, Worſhip, 
and Service which we owe to God. For, if it be a 
reaſonable thing to honour them who are Fathers of 
our Fleſh ; How much more reaſonable is it that we 
pay a due reſpe& unto Him who is the Father of our 
Spirits; to that God before whom we mult all appear? 
Long Lite, Riches and Honours, are not only 2 

C nex 


Advantages of Religion. "ay 9 


—— 


— 1 


- 


— I celine — 9 —.— 
10 The Excellency and 


nex'd by way of Promiſe to the Fear and Service of 
God ; but Piety hath as it were in the nature of it, a 
direct tendency to procure thele : Tis true, Religion 
and Virtue are not ſuch powerful Amulets, as to ſtave 
off the aſſaults of Death, nor to keep the fort of Lite 
5 when once he's reſolv'd to enter: Yet if we impartially 
reflect upon Religion, we ſhall find it the moſt effeCtual 
method, in order to continue our Bodies in that ſtate of 
Health and Vigor, which Nature (that great Miniſter of 
Providence) hath placed us in. This is a Truth fo 
great, ſo evident 1n it ſelf, that I need not multiply 
Arguments for the proof thereot ; our daily Experience 
in this caſe, is ſufficient to baffle all pretences to the 
contrary. If deluded and unthoughtful Sinners will 
not believe this, let them go into our Goals and Ho- 
ſpitals, into our Courts of Juſtice, and to the places of 
Execution; and there they may glut their ſight with 
the miſerable Objects of Sin, of Rotteneſs and Poverty. 
How many great and mighty Men have fallen by their 
Intemperance and Luſts? How many have ſacrificed 
_ themſelves to their Wrath and Paſſions? How many 
have expir d in their too warm purſuits. after Temporal 
Things? And how many are there who being defeated 
as. to the Ends they propos'd, have become their own 
Executioners? Theſe, and ſuch like Vices, have ſent 
Millions into the other World before the Meridian of 
their Days; whoſe healthy frame and temper of Body 
if it had notbeen violently forced, might have liv'd out 
r . a mighty Age. But in op- 
in hes 2 ig quo in crne peo: poſition to theſe dread- 
deat ? In quo perſpicuum eſt, nunquam fall and deſtructive 
bonis præmia, nunquam ſua ſeleribus de- ways, Religion and the 


eſſe ſupplicia, Byeth. de conſola. Philo, lib. 
—_— Rn” Nw o God, ſuggeſts 
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Advantages of Religion. 


unto us wiſer and better Thoughts; it gives us more 
profitable and ſafer Counſel. The love of God ingages 
Men to practice the contrary Virtues : Such as Tem- 
perance, Induſtry and Chaſtity : But theſe we all know, 
are gainfull Virtues, of a thriving nature, and ſeldom 
fail to be their own Reward. How is it poſſible (mo- 
rally ſpeaking) that any Man ſhould want Health, who 
is willing to obey the Rules of Sobriety, if we ſuppoſe 
at the ſame time, that Nature hath given him a happy 
craſis of Body: How can it in Reaſon be ſuppos'd, that 
any Man can be in a poor and neceſlitous Condition 
({etting aſide furprizing Accidents) who waits upon his 
Calling, and minds his Buſineſs with application? Seei# 
thon a Man diligent in his Buſineſs? he ſhall ſtand before 
Kings; he ſhall not ſtand before mean Men, Prov. xxviii. 
26. With what peace and ſecurity doth that Man 
guard his Lite and Fortune, who can forgive an Injury, 
and paſs by an Indignity without Reſenting it? How 
great and brave is he, who can ſubdue his Foe by kind- 
neſs, and conquer his greateſt Enemy, by the prevailing 
art of Mercy and Forgiveneſs? but this is the genuine 
| Hue of Religion, and ſuch is the power of Godlineſs. 


But this is not all, For Religion and Vertue are re- 
putable Things, wherever they are they procure vene- 
ration and reſpect, even from their greateſt Enemies: 
There's a kind of an attractive Power, and mighty Charm 
that generally attends Religion; even Wickedneſs it 
ſelf is enamour'd with its Beauties; and tho it: be not 
willing to be under the conduct of its Laws, and to be 
governd: by its Rules and Meaſures ; yet there's never 
a Sinner in the World, but who would gladly partake 
of its Glories and Rewards. "Twas Balaams With (the 

| e 3 greateſt 
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greateſt Hipocrite in Nature) Let me die the death of ; 


the. Righteous, and let my laſt end be like his : Numb. 
xxili. 10. Thoſe very Men, who as twere devoted 
themſelves to Sin and Vice, who have facrificed their 
whole time to the Devil and their own Luſts; when 
they have done, they are aſnamd of it, and difown 
the Character. There's ſomething within them, that 
repreſents Vice in all its monſtrous ſhapes; that gives 
them a true Image of 1ts inglorious end : For when 
once they have ſtanch'd their Appetite, Reaſon fills the 
Throne, and then they are aſham'd for what they have 
done. Thus we find, That Wiſdom is not only juſtified by 
her Children; honour d and reſpected by her proper Iſſue; 
but even magnify'd and ador'd by the ſpurious Off- 
ſpring, by the vile and raſcal Herd. The truth of it is, 
thoſe Honours that have been the reward of Piety 
(even in this Life) are ſo clear and evident, that there's 
no room left for doubt in this Caſe. Did not Joſeph 
and Daniel by their Vertue and religions Prudence, 
purchaſe the Favour of Two mighty Princes? And was 
it not Job's holineſs and innocence, that procur'd him 
ſo much Love and Honour 2 When the young Men ſaw 
me, they hid themſelves; the aged aroſe and ſtood up; 
Princes refrain'd talking, and the Nobles held their peace, 
When the Ear heard me it bleſſed me, and the Eye gave 
witneſs to me, In ſhort, The Word of God gives ſuch 
diſtinguiſhing Characters to Piety and Religion; that 
the ſwelling Titles of the moſt celebrated Heroes, are 
inſignificant and empty, if compar'd with theſe. God 
calls them his Friends, his Jewels, the Apple of his Eye, 
his Beloved, his Sons, Heirs and Co-heirs with Chriſt. 
The Fear and Service of G Tis ſo venerable a thing, 
the very Creation ſeems to pay obeiſance to it; the very 
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Devils 9055 out to the Bleſſed Jeſus; Me know who tho 


art, even the holy One of God. And hey young Damſel that 


was poſlefied with an Evil Spirit, honour d and reſſ 
St. St. Paul (ſaying) Theſe are the Servants of the living God, 
who ſbem unto us the way of Salvation, Would but Men 
conſider the native Beauties of Religion, and its irrefiſti- 
ble Charms ; how all the Powers of Darkneſs bow be- 
tore it, and | pay homage to it: They would eaſily grant, 
that the wiſe Man hath hit the mark when he aith, 


Length of Nays are in her right Hand, and in her Left are 


Riches and Honour. She is 4 Tree of Life unto every one 
that lays hold upon ber; and happy ig be that retaineth 


her, Prov. iii. 16, 18. 


But then again, I muſt go on to prove, That the 
Fear and Worlhip of God yields unſpeakable Satisfa- 
ction, and Peace of Mind, amidſt the greateſt Afflicti- 
ons, and moſt preſſing Calamities, particularly at the 
hour of death. That muſt needs be a Soveraign Cor- 
dial that Supports and Comforts upon all Occaſions, the 
efforts of whoſe Power are beſt known in tlie needful 
Hour. The Bravery of a General is moſt conſpicuous 
when Battles come to the laſt path ; and the Pilot's 
Skill when he is amidſt the Rocks and Sands. But thus 
it is with Godlineſs, and this is the Nature of true 
Piety : Wherever this reigns, it quiets the Conſcience, 
it compoſes all Diſorders, and conſequently gives Hal- 
cion days to all the Neighbouring Regions of * N 
Where this is, there's no fear of Civil Broils ; ri- 
vate Cabals to diſorder the Empire of the 8 This 
makes all within us like the purer Fther, ſerene and 
calm, diſſipating every Cloud that's charg d with 
Storm and Thunder: This conquers all our Fears and 


Jealou — 
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Jealouſies, cures all uneaſineſs of Mind: In a word, 
this fills us with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 
Our rejoycing is this, (ſaith St. Paul) the teſtimony of 
our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, we 
have had our converſation in this world, And holy Da- 
vid ( ſpeaking upon the ſame account) tells us, That 
he would fear no evil, though. be march't through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, Pſal. 23. 4. Twas this 
that ſupported the pious Monarch, after that he had 
received the Meſlage of Death; Remember ( faith he) 
O Lord, how I have walked before thee in truth, and 
with a perfect heart, and have done that which is right in 
thy ſight, 2 Kings 20. 3. Vertue is a fafe retreat, and 
an inexpugnable Fortreſs againſt all the powerful Le- 
gions, the diſciplin'd Troop: of Hell and Darkneſs. 
Wherever Religion governs , it conquers and fubdues 
all to the Obedience of its Sceptre ; it protects and 
chears its Votaries, whilſt they engage the (barpeſt 
Evils, and proves a mighty Amulet againſt all the 
ſenſe of Pain and Puniſhment ; as St. Peter expreſſeth 
it, Who can harm us, if we be followers of that which 
is good? There's no Man who hath liv'd a pious Life, 
and made Religion his Buſineſs, but may boldly ſay 
in the hour of death, Be gone, 

, Exredere, quid times * gre: my Soul, why doſt thou fear? 
fomaints props amis ſerviſtii Be gone, why doſt thou doubt? 
Chriſto, & mortem times ? Oc. Haſt thou ſerv'd Chriſt ſo long, 
b. Hieron. Epiſt ib. 3. Epil. a. and art thou now afraid of 

death ? 
To be ſhort, there's no Difficulty, no Calamity, that 


can poſlibly befall the Sons of Men, which this 


cannot ſweeten and render eaſie. Doth any one la- 
bour under the preſſures of Poverty, or of a narrow 
Fortune? 


—_ 


i 
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Fortune? this will teach them dependance upon God, 
and a chearful ſubmiſſion to the Methods of his Pro- 
vidence. Is any one perſecuted, and reviled, by a 
malignant and evil World? this will teach him to do 
good for evil , and to commit all to him that doeth 
righteouſly. Is any one afflicted with Sickneſs, or 
with the loſs of Friends and Eſtate? this Cordial 
will ſuſtain him from fainting under his Burden, this 
will leſſen all the Calamities of this Life, when we 
reflect upon that Immortal Happineſs which will 
ſhortly come. Thus we find the Apoſtle arguing 
in the like Caſe, For our light affliction, which is but for 

⁊ moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and e- 
ternal weight of glory: while we look not at the things 
which are jeen, but. at the things which are not ſeen : 


for the things which are ſeen are temporal, but the 
things which are not ſeen are eternal. 


—_ — — 


But then, Secondly, I mult repreſent unto you, how 
that all thoſe publick and private Calamities, with 
which God hath viſited the World, (generally ſpeak- 
ing) are the natural iſſue of Irreligion and Prophane- 
neſs. If there had ne're been Sin, there had never 
been Puniſhment. Theſe two are almoſt coetanious, 
like the Cauſe and the Effect inſeparable ; or like the 
Twins in Rebekah's Womb, the one lays hold on the 

; others heel. It's true, Men are not always puniſhed 
immediately upon their doing evil. There may ſome- 
times be a conſiderable diſtance betwixt the Evil done, 
and the accounting for it: but this is ſomething ex- 
traordinary, and therefore may be reckoned amongſt 

| the 74 yet e pebynla PF sold the unſearchable Methods 
of Providence; I ſay, this ſeldom happens, boa 
/ | | uniſn- 
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Puniſhment commonly waits upon the Sinner, and 


preſſes hard upon him: According to that of the 
Poet, | 


—_ 92 — „„ VM — 
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Rard antecedentem ſceleſtum 
Deſeruit pede pena clando. 
ö | Hor.Carm.lib.3.Ode 2. 


However, this is enough to vindicate the Juſtice of Pro- 
vidence; That God will puniſh Sinners one time or o- 
ther; tho for the preſent He may ſeem to defer it. Pu- 
niſhment muſt needs be the unavoidable conſequent of 
Sin z if we do but conſider God's Promiſe, and the na- 
ture of the Thing it ſelf. As for the Promiſes of God, 
they are like himſelf, immutable, without any variable- 
neſs, or ſhadow of turning. Shall the Lord promiſe, and 
will he not perform? God is not a Man that . ſhould lye, 
nor the Son of Man that He ſhould repent. Whatever He 
hath ſpoken He will make good, becauſe his Promiſes. 
are Tea and Amen. Now among all the Promiſes of God 
there is not any one guarded with ſo much ſolemnity, 
as is that of puniſhing Tranſgreſſion and Sin. This ap- 
pears. plain, through the whole Hiſtory, both of the 
Law and Goſpel. I thou day the eats thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die. This was God's Promiſe to Adam, 
in a ſtate of Innocence; in caſe of his Apoſtacy and Re- 
bellion. And the wiſe Man hath told us, That though 
Hand join in hand, finners ſhall not go unpumſhed, Tis 
: neither the number nor the quality of Sinners, that can 
protect them. Let not Sinners therefore flatter them- 
1 ſelves in this particular? For were their Troops recruited 
with Ten Worlds of Sinners more; they would all 
be defeated. Tis in vain for Finity to contend with 
Infinity, or a created with an uncreated Arm. © 


And 
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And then, if we conſider the nature of Sin; we muſt 
conclude the neceſſity of its being puniſned. The Apo- 
ſtle calls it a tranſgreſſiun of the Law. Now wherever 
this is, Juſtice requires that a ſuitable Penalty be infli- 
cted ; otherwiſe it wou'd be in vain to make Laws, and 
to appoint Government; if there be not methods taken 
to ſupport the Honour and the Ends thereof: But this 
can never be ſuppos'd, except Sin be puniſh'd ; for it 
violates all the Divine Laws, and is the only Enemy in 
Nature to God's Being, and Government: Nay, tis the 
cauſe of all thoſe Confuſions and Diſorders, that attend 
Human Governments ; and 'tis upon this ſcore, that the 
Governors of this World do conclude it neceſſary, that 
Sin ſhould be puniſh'd in proportion to its merit, (for 
the greater ſecurity and happineſs of Society) How much 
will God puniſh every Impenitent Sinner? who is Ju- 
ſtice and Holineſs it ſelf: But there's no Diſputing a- 
gainſt that which is matter of Fact; that God hateth 

Sin, and will puniſh it, is notoriouſly evident from 
the common Experience of all Ages. Was it not Sin 
that provok'd God to deſtroy the Old World > Was not 
Sodom and Gomorrah deſtroy'd by the fire of its warm- 
er Luſts? Did not God permit the Jews (his once pecu- 
liar People) to be captivated for their Wickedneſs ; and 

their glorious City to be made deſolate, even a heap of 
Rubbilh? But to come nearer home, even within our 
own ken; Have you not ſeen this, and the adjacent 
Iſlands; turn'd as it were into a barren Wilderneſs? 
Have you not ſeen thoſe frightful Hurricanes (the great- 
eſt Prodigies in Nature) which have deſtroy'd the profit 
and the beauty of this place, like the Egyptian Locuſts 
to have devourd every green Thing? And is not this to 
denounce War againſt you, and to puniſh you for your 


Wick- 
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Wickedneſs; when God is pleas'd in ſuch a dreadfull 
manner to diſcharge the whole Artillery of Heaven a- 
gainſt you? And if we reflect upon theſe ſeveral Judg- 
ments that have befallen Mankind, ſuch as tlie deſtru- 
ction of Kingdoms, the burning of Cities, and the har- 
raſſing of Provinces; we ſhall ſoon find that all thoſe 
. frightfull Tragedies are the iſſue of Sin; and that they 
are not the oft of Policy, nor the Conduct of Gene- 
nerals; nor the Product of undeſigning chance, or of 


irreſiſtable Fate, as ſome would have it. 


Thirdly, 1 muſt ſhew you how it comes to paſs, that a 
luke-warm neutrality in the Service and Worſhip of 
God; hath got ſuch a mighty footing amongſt us. 
This I muſt confeſs hath a very melancholy proſpect; 
but it is a very great Truth, and were we to judge 
Mens Religion, according to the garb of their Devoti- 
ons, we ſhall find it to be ſufficiently looſe and thin : 
having ſcarce the right ſtamp of Appearance, much leſs 
that of Solidity and T ruth. A great many go to Church, 
as if it were no great matter whether they did or not; 
and when they are come there, their Behaviour -and 
Devotion are much alike : They pay the Sacrifice of 
Fools (as the Wiſe Man hath it) neither conſidering the 
Majeſty of the Preſence, nor the Dignity of the Place. 
They Pray as if they did not; they Confeſs their Sins 
WM as if they had none; and they beg Forgiveneſs, as if 
=> God himſelf were indebted to them. This is a Mon- 
ſtrous thing, and tho there be too too many that are 
guilty of it, yet I hope there are but few who have 


front enough to defend it. Now, the Reaſons of this 
great abſurdity are theſe, F 
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_ Bits, Parents neglect to imbue the Minds of their 
Childen with the Principles of an early Piety. 


Secondly, Evil Converſation deſtroys the Power of 
Religion. | 


Few Parents take that Care they ought, to ſeaſon the 
tender and receptive Minds of their Children with the 
knowledge and love of Piety. They do not conſider, 
what a mighty influenee Vertue and Vice have upon their 
infant Years ; how apt they are to imitate and follow 
whatever they ſee ; like Plants or Scions they are eaſily 
bow'd, and when they are well grown, they {till retain 
the figure of their native Flexure. This was the wiſe 
Man's Opinion and Council, Train up a Child in the way 
he ſhould go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it, 
Prov. xxii. 6. Beſides, Parents ſhould conſider that eve- 
ry Family is a kind of Seminary ; a School to teach the 
firſt Elements of Religion, and to ſow the early Seeds of 
Juſtice and Honeſty : For, tis this alone, that qualifies 
and giſpoleth Youth when they come to maturity, to 
fill all thoſe vacancies that are either in Church or State. 
And if Men would but conſider this, they would find it 
to be a Concern of vaſt moment; and conſequently, that 
they ought to employ their Diligence in ſo great an Af- 


fair. How can Parents expect, that their Children ſhould +- 


be either Devout at Church, or Religious at Home, 
when they neglect to Inſtruct them, either by Practice 
or Example? How many are there who have numerous 
Families, and yet ſeem not to be concerned in the leaſt 
for the Salvation of their Souls? They go out and in about 
their Secular Affairs, without taking notice of God at all; 
they Eat and Drink, and Sleep, attend their reſpective 

- D 2 Employments 
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Employments and Diverſions, without ever bowing 
their Knee to God in Prayer; as if they wanted no- 
thing either for Soul or Body: And if this be true, 
can any thinking Man conclude, that theſe Children 
that have been thus Educated, will be more Rcli- 
gious than their Parents, when they come to years of 
Diſcretion ? No, they certainly retain the old leaven, 
and venture their Immortal Souls, upon the rotten and 
unhappy bottom, that their Fathers did. Now this is 
one main reaſon , why Men become ſo luke-warm in 
their Devotions, and ſo indifferent in the Service of 


God ; one principal Cauſe of all that rampant Atheiſm, 
and Irreligion that is amongſt us. 


But again, there's another Reaſon, why Men are fo 
indiſpos d for Religion, and fo aukward in the perfor- 
mance thereof; and that is vicious Company: As St. 
Paul citing Menander, tells us, Evil communication cor- 
up good manners. This is the dead Fly that deſtroys the 
precious Ointment; that ſpoils and makes barren the moſt 
tertile Soil z this is the malignant Weed, which choaks 
the good Seed ; this is a part of thoſe unhappy Tares, 
which the Devil ſows amongſt the Wheat. In ſhort, 
There's nothing influences the Minds of Men more than 
Example. This is of ſuch a prevailing nature, that it 
infinitely outdoes all the power of Law and Precept; 

this eats out the heart of Religion, and like the moſt 
deſtructive Moth, it quite detaces the moſt illuſtrious 
characters of Vertue and Goodneſs : *Tis therefore very 
requiſite, that Men be cautious in the choiſe of their 
Company, and not to converſe Hand over Head (as the 
Proverb goeth) with ſuch Men, of whoſe Probity and 
Vertue, they have not ſome aſſurance. 
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Fourtbh, I muſt ſhew how great a Mercy it is, 
to have Men of Honour and Authority, lovers of 
Religion, and incouragers of Vertue. Example (as 
I have obſerved) is very powerfull, and therefore, the 
greater the Example, the greater the Influence. Effects 
always anſwer their Cauſes, a perfect Cauſe will have a 
perfect Effect; and a Cauſe leſs perfect and weak, will 
act accordingly. The higher Men are in Authority, 
the better able they are either to countenance, or diſ- 
countenance Religion, according as they are inclined 
to apply that Power; for the greater the Authority, 

the greater the Power; and conſequently, the ſame muſt 
have a proportionable Good or Evil: If we conſider the 

Power, with regard to its different ends, of good or ill 
Management. Great Men have many ways either to ſup- 
port, or to diſhonour Religion ; to protect and defend 
Vertue, or to countenance Immorality and Vice. They 
have Example, and they have Power; and theſe are ve- 
ry great: As for their Example, it's as conſpicuous as 
the riſing Sun; Great Men move in an exalted Orb, and 
therefore they have many obſervers, many Eyes upon þ 
them; Men narrowly inſpect the Lives and Converſati- = 
ons of thoſe in Authority, becauſe they expect to find = 
ſomething Great in them; ſomething agreeable to their | 

Port and Majeſty ; they do not only obſerve their Garb, 
their Meen, their Attendance and Guards; but they in- 
quire into their Vertues and Vices; how they ſtand af- 
fected, or diſafected to the Worſhip and Honour of God; 
they examine their Probity 4 Juſtice; and there's 
ſcarce any thing done by them, without ſome Remarks. 
If Kings and Princes be as Good as they are Great ; then 
by a ſecret kind of Magick, they Conjure down every 
Evil Spirit, and filence the very. Oracles of Sin and 


Wick- 
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Wickedneſs: The boldeſt and moſt daring Sinner, will 
not appear, but ſculks and lives incognito. But then in 
this Caſe, as for thoſe that Fear God, how are they en- 
courag d chearfully to march on in the paths of Vertue 
and Religion? How do they bleſs God for raiſing up 
ſuch powerfull Inſtruments of his Providence, to ſecure 
them from all the Attempts and Deſigns of inſulting 
Wickedneſs? When Pious Princes Rule, good Men do 
not only rejoice, but even thoſe that halt between Two 
Opinions, that ſeem to be indifferemt whether they 
ſerve God, or Baal; by the ſhining Piety of Earthly 
Grandeur, they are even tempted to be Religious. The 
Piety of Princes is of ſuch an univerſal influence, that 
Men are as willing to 1mitate the qualities and tempers 
of their Minds, as they are their outward Dreſs and Air. 
Men that are great in Authority, they can neither ſtand 
nor fall alone. If they be good, there's nothing to be 
* ſeen but Vertue and Religion in all its Splendour; and 
if they be bad, then Vice is placed in a triumphal Cha- 
riot, attended with a million of Slaves of all Degrees 
ö and Ages; then Vertue's deſpiſed, Religion ridicul'd, 
and all things Sacred, are turn'd into the vileſt Burleſ- 
ue, and molt ſcandelous Buffoonry. The truth of this is 
o clear from the molt illuſtrious Inſtances of Scripture, 
that · there's no need to Diſpute it. If we run through 
the Hiſtory of the Kings of Iſrael r gef, we ſhall 
find, that Religion, and Vice did flouriſh in Court and 
Country, proportionably to the Piety, or Impiety of 
thoſe Monarchs that fill d the Throne. And the ſame 
Fate attended the Goſpel-Church, after that Kings and 
Princes eſpouſed the Chriſtian Religion. I ſhall not 
now ſpend time by way of inſtancing in this particular, 
becauſe the thing is clear; but more eſpecially, becauſe 
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the limits allotted for a Pulpit Diſcourſe are very nar- 
row. Thus we find, that the Example of Great Men 
is very powerful, whether it be good, or bad. 


— EEE 


But then there's ſomething beſides this, that renders 
their Example more conſiderable, and that's Power. 
Great Men arc in a condition, to reward and puniſh 
Good and Evil; according to the ſtate of things here 
below. And this hath a mighty influence even upon 
bad Men; who tho' they look no further then the 
Grave, nor deſire any thing beyond it: tho' they have 
no value for Religion, nor are concernd tho' it were 
Expelled the World : yet they are defirous, to be as 
happy as this Life can make them; and when they 
perceive, that they cannot obtain this, without ap- 
pearing Religious at leaſt: (ſuppoſing the Prince to 
be ſo inclin'd) they'll indeavour to imitate what they 
hate, before they'll forfezt what they love, their Princes 
Favour, and their Intereſt. Met that are truly Pious 
will always be good ; notwithſtanding the many oppo- 
ſitions and diſcouragements that attends Religion: and 
bad Men, they'll endeavour to appear good, when they 
ſee the Hands of Authority, fill'd with Rewards and 
Puniſhments; ready to be diſpenſed to every one ac- 
cording to their merits. And thus we may eaſily ſee, 
how great a mercy it is, to have Men of Honour and 
Authority, Lovers and Incouragers of Virtue. 


But before I conclude, I muſt ſum up the whole, 
and conſider the force of the Premiſes. 


If the Fear and Worſhip of God, be a thing ſo Ve- 
nerable and Excellent in it ſelf? If it be fo agreeable 


to 
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jo the genius and Temper, of Mankind; that without 
t Men would be meer Bruits in Human ſhape? If this 
be an agreeable Object to all the paſſions of the Mind? 
If it ſatisfies all the inquiſitive Faculties of the Soul? 
If it gives Peace and Satisfaction of Mind, among(t all 
the Calamities and Diſorders of this World? If Reli- 
gion be the way to raiſe Mens Fortunes and Reputati- 
ons, to give them Health and Honour? In ſhort, If 
this can make us happy in both Worlds; let us not be 
guilty of ſo ruining a Miſtake, of fo bold a Folly, as 
do diſpiſe and neglect that, which is of ſuch moment 

and concern. cs a 402 917 1 


** Secondly, As Godlineſs hath the Promiſes of this, 
and of a better State: So on the contrary, Irreligion 
and Vice, have the Promiſes of temporal Shame, and 

of everlaſting Puniſhment. Sin's that deforming Mor- 

hew. that hath overſpred the face of Chriſtendom; that 
bath darkn'd, and almoſt deſtroy d the Beauties of Re- 
ligion. Tis this that introducd Wrath and Vengeance, 
that hath put Enmity betwixt God and Man; this hath 
armd the whole Creation againſt us, and filPd the 


World with thoſe dreadful Judgments ; which our Eyes 
have ſeen, and our Ears have heard. 


Thirdly, That luke-warm indifference, which appears 
in the Worſhip and Service of God, ows it's Original 
and Growth in a great meaſure, to the neglect of that 
pious Education, with which Parents ought to ſeaſon, 
the tender and receptive Minds of their Children. They 

very often bring them up in Ignorance, and conſe- 
uently in the contempt of God and Religion, they 
ſhew them an ill Example, when they neglect the ne- 


| ceſſary 


% 


Advantages of Religion. 25 
ceſlary Duties of Chriſtianity : and therefore it muſt 
needs follow, that Children ſo Educated, and ruin'd 
by Example, will ſcarce ever reliſh the Pleaſures of Re- 
ligion: or be Zealous in the performance thereof. Pa- 
rents think they diſcharge their Duty ſufficiently, if 
they do but cloath their Bodies with decent Apparel, 

and inſtruct them in the little Arts of converſation: 
but as for that thing call'd the Soul, were we to eſti- 
mate its Value, according to that care which they ſeem 


to take of it: we might charitably conclude, that they 
were undetermin d about that Point. | 


Fourthly, and Laſilzy, There's no Bleſſing like that of 
a Pious Government; to have Kings and Princes illu- 
ſtrious for their Virtue, to ſee them Exemplify in their 
Lives, what they order by Proclamation ; to fee them 
honouring Religion, and diſcountenacing every evil | 
way: This ( ſay) is a Bleſſing never ſufficiently to be | 
valued; this gives a new Face to Things, by diſſi- | 


pating thoſe Clouds of Wickednels that darken the 4 
Horizon ; by driving away thoſe Beaſts of Prey, who 
feed upon, and deſtroy the Vitals of Government; N 
this lays the beſt Foundation, in order to eſtabliſh 1 


Peace and Plenty, to fill our, Garners with all man- 
ner of Store; to make our Sheep bring forth Thou- 
ſands and Ten Thouſands in our Streets. In a word, 
This is the beſt method to make our Officers Peace, 
and our Exactors Righteouſneſs; to ſtrengthen and 


confirm Authority, by appointing Salvation for Walls 
and Bulwarks. e 


* * Cu ae 


Let us therefore endeavour to Fear God and keep 
his Commandments, to countenance and protect Re- 


E ligion, 


a 


— 
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ligion, according to our different Powers and In- 
tereſts; and to exemplify it in our Lives and Con- 
verſations : So that all of us, both King and Sub- 
jects, Governors and Governed, may be of the ſame O- 
pinion with Joſhua, who was reſolv'd in this Caſe, 
as for himſelf and Family, that they would ſerve God; 
But as for me, and my Houſe we will ſerve the Lord. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Spirit of Grace; Three Perſons and one 
Divine Being, be Aſcribed Dominion, Power, 
and Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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